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FOREWORD'

BY

His EXCELLENCY M. S ANEY
GOVERNOR OF BIHAR,

Pundit Vishveshwar Nath Reu published his
Brat  volume of AryaVidhan, Uttaratdha
( latter haltf) of his Smriti, last year at the end of
the month of Ashadh, In his prefuce to that work
he had promised to present to the learned men his
gacond volume shortly. True to his word, almost
to tho lotter, he bas completed his work and is
publishing it within & year from that date,

His fivst volume, dealing mainly with inherit-
aunce nnd succession, has been well received by the
learned public aud the legal profession and appre-
ciately noticed in the Press by thosse who are
qualified to prononnce an anthoritative opinion on
this important and unique treatise on Hindu Law
in Sanskrit. His Excellency Dr. Kailasnath Katju,
Gorernor of West Bengal, & lawyer and a jurist of
gront eminence, wroo the foreword to the book. 1
-havo no doubt that this second volume will also
meot with the same cordial and appreciative recep-
tion abt the hands of the lawyers and Sanskrit
echolars ns the first one. -

Many eminent Indian lawgers and jurists have
written comprehensive works on Hindu Law during
tho last one hundred years. Somo of them are
standard works and widetly referred to by the law. -
yors and jiudges in disensaing and deciling points
of Hindu Liaw. As the language of the courbs wns -
English during the Dritish rule, all those works -
wore written i English. Pundit Vishveshwar Nath
Ren 'is, so far as [ koow, the first Indian lawyer to

write in Sanskrit a treatise on some of the most-
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important branches of Hindu Law, Any one who
reads this book will have to admit that the loarned *
avtlior has treated the subjocts included therein
thoroughly, taking special cale to introduce into
the book the latest changes brought about by judi--
cial decisions and legislation, He lias also indicated
in an appendix the reforms outlined in the Hindu
Code Bull which is pending before the Putlaneunt. .

This book will show the readers how the mast
complex concepts of model;n jufr‘isprudenee oan be
P Pttt Al et e 1z,

proper, treatment in books wiitten in English,
This special feature of Sanskrit language, viz. its
capacity to compress in a few words the sense con-
veoyed in lengthy discussions even in civilized and
highly developed languages hike English, French,
German, eto., should be its strongest recommends-
tion for being the medium of India to express her
cultural conceptions to her own children and the
rest of the world as well, i

Dbarma Shastras, their commentaries and the
+ Nihandhag hoond An thans Annliom wibl sl _ i1t

the British rule as that was admittedly the eommon
religious and cultural language of the whele of
LT B © "% theintro-
oo, . - < \ge by the
. . o Iokers like
Dr. Bhagwandas and othera realised the importance
of retamning Sanskrit as tho language of the nation
for expreasion of their ideas and views on matters
of cultural and scientific nature, He wrote bhis
famous work Mavavadbarmasar in Sansknt. I
may, bring to the notice of the 1esdeis that cham-
pions of Ayurvedio system have recently written
their works on physiology, anstomy and general

syatem of Ayurvedn in Sanskrit, Similarly, ibé

scholars who are oub for reform of the Indisth
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calendar have also compiled their treatises on Indian -
. asgtronomy in Sanskrit. Sanskrit should bte auto-
matically restored to her natural position as the
common cultural langeage of India, now that the -
British power bas disappeared and the Eunglish
tanguage could not therefore retain its position as
a common language of the educated people of the
country, No knowledge can form a pormanent
part of Indian cultural thought unless it is conveyed
to the Indians throunh the medium of Sanskrit
language., That language is like mother's milk,
Thought conveyved through it can be more easily
taken in and digested by them. I we want ‘to
‘mulie an earnest effort for the development of the
Indian nation according to its genius, adoption of
Banskrit languago as a medium of comnmon cultural
thought is essential The experionce gained in the
past 10 years should be sufficient to convinee
ovoryone who thinks sericusly that knowledge
taught to the people through a medium of language
other than Sanskrit has no tendency to take root,
grow and mould the thonght and actions of the
common people. DBut when it comes, through
Sanskrit, it automatically spreads and serves the
masses, Philosophic ideas of Shri Shankaracharya,
Ramanujacharya, Madhvacharya, Vallabhacbarya
and othor great teachers became popular among the
peaple within a shart time. The reason is that they
. understood exposition in Sanskrit language without
much offort as that is the mother language which
foeds the Prakrit tongue spoken by them. The
process is antomatic. X

[ am, thereforo, very mlad that the learned
author has written his work in easy and elegant
Sanskrit. ' The old Pundits who know the law
contained in tbe Smritis and the Nibandhas bad no
.meaus so fat to kriow the alterations brought about -
in tha Hindu Law by legislative measutes and
- judiciaf decisions. The prosent work will place in
" their hands the latest version of Hindu Law-and
- swill thus help them to know it up to date. I[tis' -
vory necessary thab the lntost aspect of the Hindn
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laws and the trend of modern thought which aims
at their turther reform should be availablo to them.
The old Pundits with their thorough grasp of the
principles of Mimansa and its eanond of interpreta~
tion, are the propey petsons to elucidate the funda-

- mentals underlying the system of Hindu jurispru-

denca &8 conteived by the old Rishis and ais0

examine’ oritically the modern innovations in the

hight of those priucip‘les will give rise toa
oL N

lively » v Aracnasion which will undoubted-
1y-8s A
influer ter-
mine . nes

. of fub. vl

Pundit Rew's work will cortainily raise the
uestion of the importance of Sanskrit language in
the makiog up of Waw Indin I India wants to
progress on lines - PR
and not have 8 . .
past, Indian Shato Suvwwe = o e !
. Sanalrit 83 list cultural language. Yo Other“
lnng\mge,\(meign or Indian, can taka its place,

Betore 1 conclude T thank Pundi -
great rogacd he showed in asking t}?gg‘f?l:tthg

forowerd to his sohotatly work en H‘mdu‘r]l_‘e B

Pandit. Ren's name will be added to the gal avw

those illnghions . v galaxy of

Hindu Law bF
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(sinfrt ) :

Pandit Bisheshwarnath Reu is a Sanskrit scholar of

cu great repute. I think he has Jaid his countrymen under- a

deep obligation by writing this book on Hindu Law in
Sanskrit. It was much needed and hope it wall &ppeal to
a great circle of interested veaders, ... e

This pioneer effort of Pandit Reu 1s enmled to ypreat
encouragement. His exposition of the law 15 both learned
and accurate and he has shown that it 13 not difficult to
set out our law in simple Sansknit. The Hind: translati¢n
will make it still more useful.

GovERNMENT House KAILAS NATH KATJIU.
" Calentte M. Ay L LDy, DTt
. 14th October 48 Gmemon
. B N 1. Bengal.

As observed by Mr. Katju, )ou have demonshated that
it is possible to state in simple Sanskrit the vules of the
Hindu Law even as it is administered today ' and you

", have more than achicved the eim  which you -set for

- s

yourself when in all humlhh - you szaced in ihe prefaoe ,
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o i T d GO e

el o SRl RenBETEA e mda s
1f anything, my tpprehension is that yoor statemeny of
the law js 5o elyborae and detanted that the book may be
more smied to the legat practibioners than to xanskr stade~
nts Who may lake the Swmritis and Nlbnndhasvns thee
eourse, The explanatory notes sn-Hmdy, though briel, must
e & rent hedp to begimners. This part alone excerdls 2,000
elokns... As it is, 3t 55 o wonder that you have been alle (o
exprets yoarself 5o easily and fluently mn verse, R

Fxpressing my appreertion of yowr labonrs in the
conse,

(Camp  Yovardhan ' S, VARADACUAR
Myravorr, Maprag . Lx. Jmlg':e-I .
Federal Court of Ind &
11 th Jaonary 1949 Chuirman, Tncome Tt
R Inveshigation Commiesion
New Delhd

T have glanced through the monuseript of ‘Arya Vidha-

pam’ cotapiled by Meh

hopadyays Pandit Visheshwar
Nath Ren, Ttis an iltuminating commemary in Metnie
‘Sensent with o Hindi trenslation, on the Hude Iawag
administered 1n the present tinve in the several parts of
Inha, Relerentss have been made, to the more important
cage Jaw ‘on the enbjects dusenssed in the book, Tt is o far
88 1 know, the Dwsb sbterapt ol ils kwmd in these
duys and is therefore sll the more .commeml;ble. From
what I bave been able to see X ean say 4hat the stgtement
of the Jaw by the anthor 1 securate. The book 18 boand 1o
be useftd 1o nll these who are interssted 73 the stibject and
particalaly to the Julges s well a3 to the Legal

~



practitioners,

. JODERUR JAILAL (Smiz)
.7 2%tk Marck 2948 : Retd. Judge
. ) High Comt,
R { Lahore. )

Angmdmencad R Wga  WB-wERERERE 9w
g% frfad afs R WG & el | GERTE G-
B wmanaaEa 8 | wawmeEel samddEd fga
fymamaray fadeare § ofifaa waka 1 B B AEmERTAT-
L fgd s g ¥ aienfk 1 g W oRudsda avdr wRalk
st~ femany vzfie ¥ monn gwweanasd gIt o e
i Pfeferdiad ( ftoerreld ) «damaus @i
= @i gf B R

I have gone mio the ‘Aryawidhanam’ composed by
DMahamahopadhyaya Beu, I find that he has incorporated
mto s work in easy and flowing Sanskit verses latest
Judicial decisions and the Acts of the Indian and Piovineial
lsguslatures which have modified the Hindu law of the
Smritis and Nibandhas. This work will be of great use to
all those who study Swmriti sorks and digests under the
old systers and will enable them to keep their knowledge up
to date. It will be of help even to those who learn & hitle
Sanskeit or Hidt and want to know what the modern
Hindu Liaw is as to several subject,

P. V. KANE,

Adroeate,

. Bombay M. A, L. L+ M., D. Litt. { Hon. )
20-12-47, - Mahamahopadhyays

N ~ Vice-Chancellor, Bombay Universit;;v. .
Author af the History of Dharmeshastia, '
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I have read with great interest and pleasare some pﬁgeé -

1n the proof copy of "Arya Vidhanam” by Mahamﬁhopadil
yeys DPandit Pusbeshwar Nath Rea,

The learned scholar has Jocidly dealt with whﬂb Hindu
Yusw was and also explained the'changes recently effected in
it 28 well as correctly gnuncinted the primfnpl'es of Hindu
Law 18 are sdministered by the courts st present.

I am eure it will prové an invalaable treatise for scholars
of Dhorm Shastras in Sanskrit Colleges m India and & time

may come when it will be o text book for Law students in

varions unversities in Indi when the roedum of instruction
1 through Hinds. ,

1

The deep scholarsip and clarity of thought of the kamcd :

suthor are well reflected i thia great work,

L. D. JOSHI
L. L. D, Bir at Law
Additional Member
Federal Bervice Commussion

18 th June, 1948,

- N !
Mahamsbopadbyays Pandit Visveswaransth Reu bas .

placed the world of scholats interested in Hindu TLaw under
s grenk obhigaion by the timely publication of his ploneer
work Aryavidhatam, The work is divided into two parts
end is an casy digest of the vast fange of Mmdn Law
dealt with in different works fiom the enthest times to
the present day. Part 1 of the work which has been printed
deals in about 2300 simple sanskrit verses with Hindu Linw
bearing ¢hiefly on ‘Dayabhags' end *Stridhuna’ in detant
st 15 ndministered gt present in the courts of the , impoy-
tant proviotes of Indm. The moorporation of the changes
that bave been 1nbroduced into them, from time to time
and the cilaboos of the latest judicial docisions in.
vest: the worh wlth todernity nnd nmhnnznuveness. A
lumd cummeutary in Hmdx enlmnces the msefalness of . the
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work, It is hoped that part IT of the work which proposes .
to deal’ with other important problems of Hindn Law
be;mng on Wills, marriage, adoption efc., will soon-be
s avalable, Pandit Ren’ s work nbly Mustrates that Sanskrit B
«til] lends itself to expressing modern and up-to-date )deas
- with brevxty , clanity and precigion.

- . ANNAMALAINAGAR 8.@G. MANAVALA RAMANUJAM
218t Febraary 1949 } Vice-Chancellor, |
ANNAMALAL UNIVERSITY W
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